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moment one shrewdly suspects that Bagehot is
right. Certainly, despite some weaknesses, his
theory is peculiarly attractive to the reason. It is
comforting for a clever man to feel the universe is
so cleverly designed. But for the very reason that
it is so hard, so rational, so ingenious, so pat, this
philosophy does not satisfy the religious sense.
Man does not want to believe that his best light is
darkness, that he must not think too precisely of
God for fear of becoming a bad moralist, that this
universe which he sees all about him is but a wise
hypocrisy and a beneficent deceit. Nor would the
true mystic agree that the vivid expectation of a
reward is inconsistent with a noble morality. A
man may begin by doing good in the selfish hope
of future payment and end by doing good for the
love of God. Eventually he may look forward to
heaven not with a narrow and personal emotion,
but with a pure and selfless joy, anticipating the
heavenly judgment not as a mere personal reward,
but as the occasion and the means of a closer com-
munion with God.
I certainly do not mean to imply that " The
Ignorance of Man " is mere rationalism. It has
none of the petty pride and presumption of
rationalism:
We must not be invited to approach the Holy of
Holies without being made aware, painfully aware,
what Holiness is. We must know our own unworthiness
ere we are fit to approach or imagine an Infinite
Perfection. The most nauseous of false religions is that
which affects a fulsome fondness for a Being not to be
thought of without awe, or spoken of without reluc-
tance.34